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God is a mere abstraction or that it is nothing"
at all. But all Hindus are agreed that Religion
is essentially faith in a personal God and the
same is the highest Being of the philosopher.
But the existence 01 God cannot be proved by
reason nor is it a blind faith. Every one can see
God face to face directly if he eagerly seeks Him,
and then he is sought by God and blessed. Just
as man seeks God, God also seeks man and saves
him from sinfulness and the sense of separation.
This is His redemptive purpose and it is gradually
realised in five aspects or stages. Brahman is
beyond and is pure and perfect and He is called
Para. Then He becomes Isvara or the Infinite
who is called the creator, preserver and destroyer
of the Cosmos or the Universe or Trimurti. Then
He enters into the heart or all Jivas as their
inner ruler or Antar^/dmin.  Then on certain
occasions of cosmic crisis, He incarnates into the
world and these historic incarnations are called
Avatdras. In the last stage, He is called Area
or permanent incarnation of love in the form of
Idols. The one increasing purpose of God in all
these stages or descents is the redemption of the
Jivas from their career o^ sin and ignorance.
The Hindu scriptures with their infinite motherly
tenderness reveal the gradual purpose as &ruti^
Pur ana, Smrti^ Itllidsa and Psalms in Tamil